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ACTION SS-25 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SSO-OO NSCE-00 /026W 

047657 

O 291352Z OCT 75 
FM AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 5026 
INFO AMEMBASSY BEIRUT IMMEDIATE 

SECRET DAMASCUS 4225 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: ASEC, PINS, LE 

SUBJECT: GALLAGHER/DYKES KIDNAPPING 
REF: STATE 254920 

1. DURING MEETING OCT. 28 WITH DIR. MILITARY INTELLIGENCE, 

COL. ALI DUBA, I RAISED GALLAGHER/DYKES KIDNAPPING, 

EXPRESSING OUR CONTINUED HIGH INTEREST IN SECURING THEIR 
EARLIEST RELEASE AND OUR APPRECIATION OF SYRIA'S EFFORTS TO 
DATE. DUBA REPLIED THAT SYRIA WAS DOING WHAT IT COULD TO HELP 
AND SAID HE WOULD INFORM COS SHIHABI THAT I HAD AGAIN RAISED 
MATTER. 

2. IN SEPARATE CONVERSATION SAUDI CHARGE VOLUNTEERED TO 
DCM THAT HE HAD TWICE BEEN IN TOUCH WITH ARAFAT ON 
SUBJECT. IN FIRST CONVERSATION, ARAFAT HAD SAID FATAH 
WOULD SECURE RELEASE OF GALLAGHER/DYKES, USING FORCE IF 
NECESSARY. TWO DAYS AGAO, CHARGE SAID, HE HAD SPOKEN 
WITH ARAFAT IN BEIRUT BY PHONE. ARAFAT HAD TOLD HIM 
"AMERICANS WERE IN DIRECT CONTACT WITH HABBASH." IF 
THESE CONTACTS BROKE DOWN, ARAFAT WOULD BE READY TO 
INTERVENE. (IMPLICATION WAS THAT ARAFAT HAD SUSPENDED 
EFFORTS FOR TIME BEING.) CHARGE OFFERED TO SPEAK TO 
ARAFAT OR PLO AGAIN IF WE WISHED. DCM DENIED U.S. IN 
DIRECT TOUCH WITH HABBASH, SAID WE STILL VERY INTERESTED 
IN RELEASE OF TWO HOSTAGES AND ADDED WE WOULD KEEP SAUDI 
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CHARGE INFORMED OF ANY NEW DEVELOPMENTS. 
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